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WH ow is it that ye do not diſcern this time ? Luke en, 56. 
1 have fent among you the peſtilence; your young 
men have I ſlain by the ſword ; and have taken =P 


your horſes ; yet have ye not returned unto me, ſai 
the Lord. Amos iv, 10. © 
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2 
O LORD—IN WRATH REMEMBER MERCY, . 


HAB. 2. III. 


— — — 


— 
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AT the time when our Prophet directed to 
he throne of grace, that ſublime and affecting 
etition of which our text is a part, the circum. 

ances of his country were calamitous, and her 
proſpects alarming. The moſt high God, pro- 
oked at her unfaithfulneſs, had withdrawn the 
miles of his countenance, and the protection of 

Wis arm*. To make her know, by ſad experi- 
nce, that it is indeed an evil thing and bitter to 
part from God, he comufimoned his ſervant | 
Fabakkuk to foretel the ſpeedy invaſion of the 
aldeans, and to declare that he would yicld 


i 
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her a helpleſs prey to this fierce and unpitying 
foe*. The poſterity of Abraham, like all other 
ſinners, were the authors of all the woes which 
they felt or expected. Regardleſs * this firſ 
principle of ſounck policy, that cc rigbteoufucl 
exalteth a nation, ut fin is a reproach to any pe- 
ple, the generality of the Jews had abandoned 
the God of their fathers, and* urned afide like a 
deceitful bod. Not only were they blind tothe 
typical nature of their ceconomy, and the ſpirit 
ual ſenſe of their peculiar obfervances ; but they 
threw off the reſtraint of moral principle, and 
indulged, with uffbluſhing impudence, ther 
criminal paſſions. To ſuch an awful height ha 
impiety and profligacy rifen, that they wel 
chargeable with ran/zrefſing and lying againſt ti : 
Lord, and departing from their God ; ſpeaking 

preſſion and revolt, conceiving, and uttering frag 
the heart, awer de of falſehood, Yea judgment ug 
turned away backward, and juſtice flood afar 18 
for truth as fallen in the ſtreet, and equity con 
not enter; yea trugy failed, and be that depart 
From evil, made himſelf a prey], In vain did Gn: 
warn by his providence; in yain remonftrate! "i 


Chip. 1, 5—10. Þ+ Prov. xi. 34. $ PL XXI 


i condemns us: yet caſt us not, I pray thee, 
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his prophets : theſe ſons of rebellion and obſti- 
nacy perſiſted in their crimes, till © e fin of 
7udab,” no longer tolerable, was © written with 
pen of iron, and with the point of @ diamond“. 

4 and haſtened, the 
doom of this guilty people. Since they harden- 
ed their hearts againſt mild expoſtulation, and 
gentle correction, the Lord God thundered his 
threatnings, and in terrible indignation ſaid, 
cc Shall I not viſit for theſe things * Anu ſoall not 
my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this}? Pious 
Habakkuk, wha clearly ſaw the impending rig, 
wept, in ſecret, over the infatuation of his coun- 
trymen ; acknowledged the juſtice of Jehovah's 
controverſy ; and wreſtled, in fervent prayer, 
for devoted Iſrael. O LORD, I have beard 
Jy /pecch,” the ſentence which thou haſt denoun- 


Abuſed patience aggravat 


ced againſt my people, © and was afraid: O 
LORD,” we indeed deſerve all the evils ro which 


out of thy ſight, but © revive thy wort in the 
WW” of he years,” theſe Ears of trouble which 
ee coming upon us; in the midſt even of theſe 
ears, make known” thyſelf, and thy tender com- 


* Ter. xvii. 1. + Ch.v.0 | 
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get: and therefore to remember mercy, is if 
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paſſions: in wrath,” merited wrath, © enn 
ber,” and teſtify, unmerited “ mercy,” "8 


t, 


TE words wrath, mercy, remember, which 
occur in the text, Muſt be underſtood, and ex. 
plained in a ſenſe which will not militate again 
the purity, and ſimplicity of the divine nature, 
It would be both ignorant and impious to al. 
cribe to Jehovah thoſe emotions which agitate 
the boſom of a mortal. In the uncreated mind, 
there is, properly ſpeaking, neither paſſion, no 
affection, but all is pure a#. The wrath d 4 
God, then, as it reſpects himſelf, is his holy di. 
termination to puniſh fin ; and, as it reſpects hi 
creatures, is the execution of that determination 
Mercy, in Him, is that perfection which is eve | 
ready to relieve the miſerable ; and when it re I 
gards miſery connected with gi/r, it is termed 
grace. „ 


þ 


As every thing is invariably preſent to the! i. by 
finite mind, God qggnnot be ſtrictly ſaid to 9 


ſame as to ſhew mercy: And the prayer of " . 
prophet is briefly this, that the Lord would gn 
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at of their ſin, or would ſoften, with kindneſs, 
rigor of his chaſtiſements. MAC'S 
Ler us not imagine, my brethren, that we 
e no concern in a petition which refers imme- 
rely to an occaſion that exiſted many centuries 
To all who © diſcern the figns of the times*,” 
judgments of God, which are abroad in the 
, furniſh an ample proof, that this is a day 
rebuke, and of the Lord's anger. And, 
reſore, every one who is under the power of 
ines, will immediately ſee, that the enqui- 
and the exerciſes ſuggeſted by the prayer 
he prophet, are peculiarly adapted to the 
dus purpoſe for which we have this morning 
Inbled. LORD, in wrath remember 


applying theſe words to the ſervice of the 
| we are naturally led to contemplate our 
* ion, and our duty, By adverting to the 
| | er, we will find, that «wrath is upon us from 


Lord ; and therefore our duty 1s o P 
him for mercy,— 


* Matt. xvi. 3. 
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_ FIRST, W ich reſpect to our tuation: Th 
Lord is dealing with us in wrath. 


Here lend me your attention, whilſt! brief 
prove the fact; and vindicate the divine pr 
*cedure, by ſhewing the righteous reaſons q 
which it is founded. — 


1. Taz Lord is dealing with us in wrath; 


Lr the careleſs, if. they pleaſe, contemn i 
aſſertion as of no importance; or the profa 
deride it as the child of ſuperſtition ; it is ai 
lemn truth, that Jehovah has, a controverſy wil 
America, Very ſuitable to her condition 1s t 


| ſpirit of the prophetic exclamation, * Hear il 
O mountains; and ye ſtrong foundations if | 


earth ! for the Lord hath a controverſy with 
people, and he will plead with Jraels.“ For 
confirmation of what has now been advanced 
18 not neceſſary to recur to ſcenes which timel 


almoſt buried in oblivion, and which att! 


where preſerved but in the records of the H 
rian. Thoſe ſymptoms of the divine ding 


Micah, vi. 2. 
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ſure on which I inſiſt, are ſuch as have recently 


occurred, and muſt be freſh in the memories of 


all who have arrived at the age of manhood. 


IT is not long ſince war deſolated our country. 
We ſaw her invaded by a numerous and diſciplis 
ned army, trained to be the tool of oppreſſion, 
and hired to commit deeds of blood, in order 
to inſure ſucceſs to ſchemes of iniquity We 


ſaw our ſuffering citizens driven from their 


homes by theſe ſons of plunder, and obliged to 


ſeek, among ſtrangers, an aſylum from the win» 


try blaſt, and relief from the miſeries of poverty 


and exile——We ſaw the temples of the living 


God wreſted from the peaceful worſhipper ; ra- 
vaged and wrapt in flames, by wretches whoſe 
ſenſeleſſneſs could be equalled only by their im 
picty——We ſaw a part, at leaſt, of the Staa 
overrun by banditti, whoſe conduct was marked 
with perfidy and violence——We ſaw the ſword | 
of ſlaughter drawn, and the fields of America 
drenched with the blood of her children. Fox 
more than ſeven years did woe ſtream her bitter- 
neſs into our daily cup. At length the Lord 
was pleaſed to remove from us the red of his 
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peace in our borders. The happy effects of a 


pare our unpromiſing condition with our mira- 


affectionately remember a favor ſo great and 


when our enemies were gone, we neglected the 


beſtowed, we had reaſon to fear would again be 


and lowered, and threatened. Four years, from 
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anger; to reſpite us from affliction, and to give 


£ 


change fo deſirable, were in mediately and ſenſi. 
bly felt. 
lamity was taken oit, languiſhing Commerce re. 
covered her vigor. Agriculture was proſecuted 
with fafety and ſucceſs; Science reſumed her 
wonted ſeats; and all the arts of peace were 
He who ſhould com- 


As ſoon as the preſſure of external ca- 


cultivated and flouriſhed. 


culous preſervation, would be ready to conclude, 
that Americans, above all others, - would moſt 


unexpected. Yet, to our ſhame be ir ſpoken, 
God of our deliverance. But he ſoon made it 
evident, by another alarming providence, that 
he had not forgotten our paſt ttanſereffions, and 
that he did not overicok our preſent unthankful 
neſs. The enviable bleſſings which his bounty 


torn from us. The ſtorm once more thickened 


the reſtoration of peace, had not elapſed, whe 
the reflecting patriot foreſaw the rapid approadl 


— — 


of danger more formidable than that which we 
had eſca ped. 'The bond of general union pro- 
ved too feeble for the important purpoſes for 
which it was formed. Clafhing intereſts and 
urbulent ſpirits foreboded the introduction of. 
Ararchy, with all the curſes that follow in his 


out upon us the fury of his anger. He ſhook the 
rod over us that we might obſcrve it; and laid 
it aſide without chaſtiſing. Loth to make us the 


us from our guilty indifference, he tried the ar- 
guments of mercy. IIe diſſipated the hlacken- 
ing clouds, and gave us a conſtitution which ſe- 
cures, to all ranks of citizens, every ſpecies of 
right; which combines wiſdom with energy; 
and connects the dignity of the government, with 
the ſafety and happineſs of the individual. The 


the public mind, and the prompt ſalvation oblig- 
ed even politicians to acknowledge ** the finger 
F God.“ But when the panic ſubſided, the de- 
votion ſubſided with it: and America PRE 
relapſed into her former lethargy. 


monuments of his wrath, and willing to reclaim 


proſpect of evil had awakened the ſenſibility of 


train, But the Lord long ſuffering did not pour 


— 


+ 0. . 4 - +. 
r of ID AI Roe rt tl OASIS 4s 34” 
ws —_—_ =s 9 * 1 * 3 0 * ** ꝗ S — — . 
— 
. 


"—— — 


the ſtaff of life. The land was as the gardn 


to religious principle, were conſtrained to remark 


„„ — — 


To chaſtiſe the . and cure the indif. 
ference, which zi orders of men had betrayed i 
Jehovah commihoned his army, againſt which 
valor and {kill are no defence, to avenge his quar. 
rel. A hoſt of deſtructive inſects, ſporting with 
the puny efforts of human exertion, traverſed 


1 


the country, and mowed down, in their march, 


of Eden before them, and behind them a deſolate 
wilderneſs*.” Had they. continued their deval. 
tations, we could have expected little but . ce 
neſs of teeth in all cur dwel lings.“ Startled at 
the alarming progreſs of this minute, yet invin- 
cible foe, our citizens, who were not wholly dead 


the judgment of the Moſt High, and to implor 
the aid of kim whom they had offended. But 
the pang of penitence, was no longer felt when the 
affliction ceaſed, and the return of proſperity ws 
accompanied with a return of tranſgreſſion. 


To remind us of our fin and of our duty, tht 


cel 11. 2. + Amos 1v. 6. See the hiſton 
of the Heſſian Fly i in the American Muſeum, vol. 1, pag 
291—293. p. 456—458. vol. 2, p. 298—3co. vol. + f 
244—247. vol. 11, p. 301, 302. 4 


(24 


onitions of Providence were again employed. 


e Indian tribes. War lighted, once more, his 
ar. tile torch, and Death unfurled his banners. 
ur Weſtern brethren were expoſed to the inde- 
ibable horrors of a ſavage warfare: a warfare, 
which the unvarying maxim is, an indiſcrimi- 
ate murder of every age and ſex. Elated with 
e perſuaſion, that their power was irreſiſtable 
the hords of the wilderneſs, the States reſol- 
A to cruſh, at a blow, the troubleſome combi- 
ation which was formed againſt them. But 


es fought for their enemies, and what was the 
fue? Let the banks of St. Mary, and the ad- 
kcent grounds which now whiten with the bones 
our youth, tell the tale of woe!“ From that 


The affecting cataſtrophe here alluded to, happened 
Wn the 4th of November, 1791. On that inauſpicious day, 
e American army, which Gen. St. Clair led againſt the 


mght at the River St. Mary, about 15 miles from the 
miami Village. The army conſiſted of about 1400 effee- 
ve men. No leſs than 38 officers, and above 1100 men 
ere killed; and it was with ditfculty that the miſerable 
emnant made good their retreat. See Gen. St. Clans 
ihcial letter, American Muſeum vol. 10, - appendix. 
guarier-Maſter Hodgdon's return of the otheers killed 


juſt indignation, God ſent upon our frontiers 


ey truſted in an arm of fleſh : the God of bat- 


Veſtern Indians was entirely defeated. The battle was 


— 
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diſaſtrous period to this, the vengeful barby 0 
has more or leſs committed depredations on off 
borders; pillaging the property, and deſtrojj 
the lives of our citizens. What ſhall we ſay 
the preſent aſpect of Providence? You all k; 
the depiorable condition of our neighboring fff 
A iew weeks ago ſhe was a city of proſperity 1 
joy Commerce crowded her harbor, 2 ] 
thronged her ſtreets Mechanic induſtry boaſt 
her uſeful, though humbler toil—Literature ſl 
with delight, her growing honors, Amuſeme 
led up her ſportive train: Jollity aſſembled i 
ſons of mirth : All was life—all was ardor, Bu 

how ſad the change! The hurry of buſineſs l 
ceaſed : The hands of induſtry are idle: Gait 
is fled. All faces gather blackneſs ; and 
theatre of pleaſure is converted into one gr 
houſe of mourning, © The mirih of tabrets dei | 
eib: the noiſe of them that rejoice endeth : ile 
of the harp ceaſeth : They ſhall not drink wine il 
@ ſong : firong drink ſpall be bitter to them to 
drink it :—every houſe is ſhut up, that 10 man md 


and wounded, p. 28. The © report of a committee of Ul 
greſs reſpecting the failure of the expedition under, 68 
St. Clair,” ib. vol. 9, appen. 2d, p. 79—82; and ale 
Pendix 3d, p. 2. | 


— — —— 


/ uitten with deſtructionx. Death has 


Wd has made them an example of his righteous 


46 
iy. Jn the city is left deſolation; and {he 


ted, in the midſt of her, his gloomy throne. 
th fury uncontroled, he rages, through all de- 
ptions of men, In all directions fly the ſhafts 
his unerring archer. Every day he multiplies 
triumphs. The young, the old, the honor- 
e, and the vile, fall the undiſtinguiſhed prey 
this remorſeleſs tyrant. Vain, as yet, have 
n all human expedients to arreſt his progrels, 
{ baſe his power. He mocks oppoſition— 
ſtrews the earth with ſlain—He- numbers 
ong his victims even the © maſters of the 


ling we” 


Lr none conſider this dire calamity as an 
ent in which only the immediate ſufferers are 
ncerned, To puniſh their iniquities it has, 
ubtleſs, been ſent. But are they /ingle in tranſ⸗ 
fon ? Have wwe eſcaped becauſe we are bet- 
than they? No, in no wiſe. A ſovereign 


ngeance, The evil under which they lan- 
ſh, is one of thoſe awful diſpenſations by 


*I. xxiv. $—12. 
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firetched out ftills.“ 


wiſe and holy ends of his morai governmall 
By natural means he preſerves the righteous: W 
natural means he puniſhes the guilty. 


(16) 


which Jehovah ſpeaks, in thunder, to a 
people. The deſtroying Angel, who is nog 
ecuting upon our fellow citizens and felloy 
ners the awards of Heaven, looks terribyif 
us, looks terribly on all. — Whether he will b 
his courſe hither, God only knows. 


Now, my brethren, lay all theſe things try 
ther, and aſk your own conſciences, whether 
Lord has not been, and is not, at this mom 
dealing with us in wrath? Aſſuredly, «fo 
this his anger is not turned away, but his ban 


ParLosoPHERS may ſpeculate and argue 
they pleaſe. They may pretend to aſſign men 
natural cauſes for all theſe events. But let it 
remembered, that GOD ACTUATES N 
TURE. Nature, without God, is a word eit 


deſtitute of meaning, or replete with blaſpheni 
Jehovah accompliſhes, bj a4 means, 


I. 13. 17. 


a. 1. by — tt. „ a „„ 1 * 
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ere be evil in à city, and the LORD bath net 
„„ein? But why accumulate arguments to 

prove that the affliction which we deplore is not 

a chance, but a divine appointment ? Your very 

appearance in the ſanctuary this morning, is a 

public teſtimony of your deep conviction that 

« this alſo cometh forth from Jehovah, who is ter- 

rible in his doing toward the children of ment.” 


SINCE, then, the diſtreſſes under which we 
have formerly ſmarted, and that which now af- 
flicts ſome of our citizens, and threatens. more, 
is © the doing -of the Lord}, permit me * 


, 
* 
6 


2. To <© vindicate the ways of God to man,” 
by ſhewing what righteous reaſons he has for- 
dealing with us in wrath. 


Ws need not go far to look for cauſes: They 
are within zg and around us. We will find 
abundant n to juſtify the divine procedure, 
if we advert to our ingratitude, our infincerity, 


* Amos 111. 6. + « xxv111. 29; Pſ. LIvE 5. 


cxVII. 23. 
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| . hovah heard our cry. He bowed his heavens and 
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bur pride, our odfinacy, and the prevalence of 
_ various kinds of moral evil. 


I is but too evident to any one who curſorih i 
inſpects the conduct of God to us, and our con. 
duct to him, that we have been very ungrateful, 


THERE is no nation under heaven for which 
God hath done ſo much in ſo ſhort a time, as he 
hath done for America. In the ſeaſon of our 
danger, when our hope was almoſt as the giving 
up of the ghoſt*, and we felt ourſelves unable to 
work out our own delivecance, we ſupplicated 
his aid. Memorable, to diſtant ages ſhould be 
the 20th of July, 1775+ : when the injured mil- 
lions of America, proſtrate before the throne of 
the Eternal, poured out their complaint, and 
ſent their cry, to him that judgeth rightly. Je 


came den. Our armies, deſtitute of diſcipline, 
of arms, of ammunition, of food, of cloath- 
ing, fainting with hunger, and freezing with cold, 


* Job xi. 20. + Obſerved throughout the con- 
tinent as a day of faſting, humiliation, and prayer; and 
one of the moſt ſolemn days ſhe ever ſaw. 

Þ Jer. xi. 20. Tu Sam. XXII. 10. 


(19) 
he erowned with victory the moſt ſignal, and 
deciſive, He reſtored peace to our borders: 
He bleſſed our commeree + He opened the win- 
dows of Heaven, and poured plenty into our 
dwellings: He kept us from the eonfuſion, and 
, tumult, and miſeries, of civil feuds: He has 
preſerved us, hitherto, from being involved in 
the broils and bloodſhed of Europe. He has 
ſweetened all theſe mercies by fixing us in the 
ſecure enjoyment of every privilege our hearts 
can wiſh : He has given us the everlaſting goſ- 
pel, we truſt, in irs purity ; and has been wnvi« 
ting, by the allurements of his love, to the en- 
joyment of his reſt. But where has been our 


for this profuſion of benefits ? Let us appeal to, 
the moſt intereſting, important, and ſolemn. bu« 
fineſs in which we have been engaged ſince our 
national exiſtence. One would imagine that no, 
occaſion of making a pointed and public acknow- 
ledgment of the divine benignity, could have 
preſented itſelf ſo obviouſly, as the framing. an 
inſtrument of government which, in the nature 
of things, muſt be cloſely allied to our happineſs 
or our ruin, And yet, that very conſtitution, 
which the ſingular goodneſs of God enabled us 


gratitude ? What have we rendered to the Lord  il8 


——— 
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to eſtabliſh, does not ſo much as recognize hi 
being*! Yes, my brethren, it is a lamentabls 
truth: a truth, at the mention of which ſhame 
ſhould crimfon our faces; that, like Teſhuru of 
old, we have waxed fat and kicked, Of the rod 
that begut us we have been unmindful, we bud 
forgotten his works, and the wonders that he bath 
Shewed 1 f. Oh my country! Torn from thy 
hiſtory be the diſgraceful page which records thy 
unthankfulnefs ! : 


* While many, on various pretenoes, have criminated 
the Federal conſtitution, one objection has urged itſelf for, 
cibly on the pious mind, That no notice whatever ſhould 
be taken of that God who planteth a nation and plucketh 

it up at his pleafure, is an miſſion which no pretext what. 
ever can palliate. Had ſuch a momentous buſincfs been 
tranſacted by DMahometars, they would have begun %% 
the name of God. Even the Savages whom we, deſpiſe, 
ſetting a better example, would have paid ſome homage 
to the, Great Spirit. But, from the conſtitution of the 
Ur.ited States, it is impoſſible to aſcertain what God we 
worſhip ; or whether we own a God at all. It is a very 
inſufficient apology to plead, that the devotion. which pol; 
tical inſtitutions offer to the Supreme Beihg, is, in molt 
cates, a'matter of mere form ; For the hypocrify of on 
man, or ſet of men, is ſurely no excuſe for the infidelity 
of another. Should the citizens of America be às irrel. 
gious as her conſtitution, we will have reaſon to tremble; 
Pa the Governor of the univerſe, who will not be'treated 


with indignity by a people, any more than by individual 


__ and cruſh us to atoms in the wreck, 
Deut. XXIII. 15, 18; Pf. LXZVIII. 114} +44 ob 


overturn, from its foundation, the fabric we have KK 


62 


Tut is a connection between crimes, as well 
between graces, Never will we find, either 
individuals or communities, a ſolitary fin. In 
ie conduct of America, particularly, there has 
cen a moſt unworthy combination. Little is 
eceſſary to prove, that if we have been ungrate- 
ul, we have alſo been ixſincere. 


Wno does not remember the profeſſedly pe- 

tential tears which ſtreamed from every eye, and 
e groans which burſt from every heart, when 
he hand of the Lord lay heavy upon us, Our 
ulers and public men led the way to acts of fo- 
emn devotion, and invited their fellow citizens. Bs 
o join together in humbling themſelves under the E 
nghty hand of God ? \Who proſcribed," as far as 
heir authority could reach, thoſe guilty amuſe- 
ents and practices which provoke” the Moſt. 
High to pour out his fury upon a people? Who. 
eprobated, and exhorted others to diſcounte-, 
nance, that ſeminary of vice, that cotrupter of 
oral principle, that parent of profligacy; the 
veatre ? Who condemned games of chance, borfe= 
gcing“, and other kinds of immoral behavior? h 


y 4 XY _ . n 
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To ſome it may appear ſtrange that games of 8 


(22) 


Did not the repreſentatives of the communi) 
Who, ſince the reſtoration of peace, have ben 
the firſt to throw off every appearance of 1 


the land. The uſual pretext that they are harmleſs pf 
times, is very flimſy and altogether inadmiſſible, ' Indy 
pendently on the odious conſequences, with which they 
are generally conected, they are much more criminal tu 
many are inclined to allow. It may ſafely be afin 
that they are palpable violations of the third precept oi 
the decalogue. What is a name? It is a u e : 
mark. What is the name of God? It is any thing by 

which he makes himſelf known, Now he makes himfel 
known as the God of Providence; and therefore to ſpat 
with his Providence, is equivalent to ſporting with his 6 
vinity, But with this all games of chance are chargeabki 
If the Providence of God extends to the fall of a /parrmy 

why not to the ſhuffle of a card, or the caſt of the dice 
But the former cannot happen without a divine appoint 
ment ( Mat. z11, 10. — the latter cannot. Wl 
are poſitively aſſured that he avhole di/pofeng of the bt ii 
from the Lord.“ (Prov. xvi, 33.) And all games of 

chance are lots. On ſome occaſions it may not only l 
lawful but a duty, to refer certain caſes, by religious lu 
to the deciſion of God's tribunal, This is a mode of ai 
knowledging his ſupremacy which he has honored vid 
his approbation, under the diſpenſatipn both of the dll 
Teſtament and the new; and which, under the forme; 
he expreſsly commanded. The religious iat, then, tk 
plain, is an act of worſhip preciſely of the ſame kind will 
the religious oath. Both are ſolemn and direct 27 
Omniſcience and Omnipotence. And games of chand 
bear, in every particular, the ſame relation to the ih 
mer, which profane ſwearing bears to the latter z whend 
the concluſion, however uncomfortable, is inevitable, th 
if profane ſwearing is criminal, fo are games of ch 
nay, that theſe games are every jot as wicked as com 
cuſtomary imprecation. It is fooliſh to ſay, « We 
pe evil,” Every curling reprobate pleads the ſame exif 


(23) 
& for the authority of the great God, and td 


at his ordinances, and his word with contempt? 
ave they not too often been thoſe to whom 


This mode of arguing,” it may be faid, © draws very 
ep, and involves in the guilt of ſporting with Divine 
ovidence, not only games of chance, but all amuſements 
kill; and, eventually, all, even the moſt innocent, ac- 
ns of our lives; fince the iſſue of them all muſt be de- 

ined by the ſuperintendance of Divine Providence; 
d, therefore, that either this dreadful conſequence mult 
admitted, or the principle on which games of chance 
condemned, given up; and theſe games, of courſe, 
lied.” But the objection proves by far too much. No 
n will deny murder to be a horrible crime. Now, as it 
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ou motion, to which belongs all muſcular and vital 
tion, is the effect of the immediate agency of the 
ity*, we muſt either, according to the doctrmeof the 
ion, allow murder to be an innocent action, or throw 
blame of it upon God himfelf. The truth is that the 
ection confounds two things eſſentially different. In 
es of chance, the principle which mates them ſuch, 
d without which they would ceaſe to be ſuch, is the ap- 
| to God: The delle is de/ignedly put out of the reach 
human foreſight ; and ſhould a man uſe any precaution 
determine the chance in his own favor, he would be ac- 
ed of unfair play. This forms the character of the 
nes in queſtion, and diſtinguiſhes them from trials of 
and all the common actions of life, the iſſue of which 
pends upon the providence of God, In the former, an 
peal to God conſtitutes the nature of the game. In the 
er, there are only ſome cirumſtancet which his provis 
ce diſpoſes : circumſtances which neceſſarily attend our 
ans, as the actions of beings. 
do hr e-racing, it is a fin almoſt too flagrant to re- 
ay proof. God gave us his creatures to uſe for our 
"= not to torment for our diverſion. And if the ſerip- 
lays true, that « the righteous man regardeth the life of 
„ Baxter's Matho. vol, I. p. 12339. 
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be, and often has been, demonſtrated, that all n 


with their tongues ; for their heart was not | 


moſt generous animals that alleviate his toil, and pu 


( 24) 


the moft important intereſts of the country wi 
committed? Have not men in office, and n 
bers of our principal citizens, been foremali 
obſerve, in the face of day, that, very condulif 
which formerly they decried as unlawful in 
nature, and deſtructive in its influence ? I: 
carriage which becomes thoſe who vowed to 
for God, if he would ſave them from their! 
treſs? We may ſee upon ourſelves the bl 
mark of Iſrael's duplicity and treaſon. © } 
be flew them, then they ſought him ; and tg 
turned and inquired early after God : and thy 
membered that God was their rock, and. the 
high God their Redeomer : Nevertbeleſs, thy 
flatter him with their mouth, and lied unto 


with him, neither were they ſtedfaſt in his d 
want®*.” © Be not deceived, God is nat 
Theſe things we wickedly have done, and bel 


his beaſt,” he who can habitually indulge himſelf, ord 
tenance others, in a wanton, cruel-abuſe of one d 


his comfort, has a wretched claim to the chatadas | 
Chriſtian. WES | .. 


Pf. LXxVUI, 34—37. 


+ Gal. vin 1. / 


PX 


* 
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flexce ; we thought that he is altogether ſuch an 
ne as ourſelves, but now, by his providence, be . 


t reproving us, and ſetting our iniquities in order 
before cur eyes. 


Ox who reflects upon the majeſty of God, 
nd the evil of ſin, will ſee, in ſuch vile ingra- 
itude and hypocrify, abundant reaſon to juſtify 
him for pleading with us in wrath : and inſtead 


pf wondering that we are chaſtiſed, will wonder 


hat the divine patience permits us to exiſt ; when 


he ſurveys our unbeceming pride. 


Have we not, my brethren, in numberleſs 
inſtances, ated as if we were the ſources of our 
own happineſs, and the ſovereigns of our own 
conduct? As if we were neither ſubject to the ju- 
iſdiction, nor amenable to the tribunal, of * e 
God in whom we live, and move, and have our 
being f? Has not America, in the fulneſs of her 
proſperity, virtually ſaid, © ho is the Lord, tbat 
I ſhould obey him? Has ſhe not ſaid, © My 
wer, and the might of my hand, have gotten me 


, 21. + Dan. v, 23. T Ex. v, 2. 
D 
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this wealth* ?” Has ſhe not ſaid, with imperioy 
Babylon, „ Hall be a lady forever; I am, ay 
there is none elſzf ?” Is it any thing ſtrange ther 
that “chief which ſhe is unable to put off, by 
fallen upon herr? My brethren, God is jealoy 
of his glory. He will not ſuffer the creature y 
affect independence on. the Creator. He wil 
make us know that © Jehovah reigns, and, there 
fore, the people muft trembleh,” 


Trrst abominations, too notorious to be de: 
nied, and too ſhocking to be palliated, are ren- 
dered till more heinous by the c&/ftinacy which 
has uniformly characteriſed them. 


WHaT means have been neglected to ſheyf 
us our ſin, to warn us of our danger, and brin 
us back to our duty? Has not God ſpoken tv 
us both in judgment, and in mercy ? Has he nd 
alternately inflicted his chaſtiſements, and laviſ 
ed his bounties ? Has he not © many a time tun 
ed bis anger away, and refrained from ſtirring 
all bis wrath** ?” And have we not perſiſted i 
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Deut. viii, 17. + If. xLvn, 7, 8. + Ib. „„ 
Pi. xcix, I. ** Pl. LXVII n 38. 
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nlking contrary to him? Have we not made 
ur © neck an iron ſinew, and our brow braſs*® ?” 
Sins abound, but where are the penitent? Who 
fob and cry for the abominations done in the 
land?“ Who appropriates to himſelf his ſhare 
ff the general guilt? Where is the humbled 
heart, where the coat i ite ſpirit, occaſioned by 
ſuch an appropriation ? Shall the abuſe of God's 
amazing patience and lenity, and our unfruit- 
fulneſs under all the pains he has taken with us; 
go unpuniſhed ? No certainly | We may forget, 
but the Lord remembers : And if he ſweep us 
not away with the beſom of deſtruhion, it is be- 
cauſe he is the LORD Jong-/uffering. But woe 
to him who argues, from the divine forbearance, 
that he ſhall paſs with impunity. The longer 
Juſtice ſpares, the higher does ſhe lift her arm, 
and the heavier will be her ſtroke at the laſt. © He 
toat, being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, ſpall 
ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that withont remedy.” 


< 


SUCH has been our behavior, and ſuch beha- 
vior has drawn upon us the vengeance of Heaven. 


4 


FIC, xLvin, 4 4 Ezek. 1x, 4. } Prov. XXAEZ, I. 
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Here, then, our inquiries into the cauſe of the 
Lord's diſpleaſure might end; but we may pro- 
perly go a ſtep farther, and obſerve that he iz 
juſtly angry with us on account of the prevalent 
of varicus Kinds of moras evil. | 


WHAT reſpect is paid to thoſe fundamental 
principles of moral rectitude upon which i 
founded, not only the proſperity, but the exil- 
tence, of a commonwealth? Is not truth be- 
tween man and man, the baſis of mutual confi- 
dence, and the life of ſociety, ſhamefully viola 
ted? Are not unmeaning profeſſions, and groß 
adulatfon, too general in the circles of faſhion! 
Is not the breach of abſolute promiſe, particular- 
ly among debtors and tradeſmen, become fo 
common, that it is ſcarcely conſidered as a fault! 
Is not the bond of all civil union, the ſolemn 
appeal to Omniſcience by oath, fallen almoſt into 
contempt, from the irreverent manner in which 
it is both adminiſtered, and taken ? Is not the 
name of the great and terrible GOD, wantonly 
and out ag. ouſly: blaſphemed ? Are not even 
children, who, it is probable, were never taugt 
to put up one prayer to the author of their hg 
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g, expert in the infernal ſcience of profane im- 
recation ? Do not our © ſtreets reſound with 
is language of hell?“ Is it not heard even from 
he lips of many who preſume to call themſelves 
y the name of Chriſt? Yes, my brethren, ““ Be- 
we of SWEARING the land mourneth*.” | 


Wnar regard is ſhewn to the important du- 
es which are reciprocally incumbent upon the 
ferent members of families? Where are the 
atchful, circumſpect, conſcientious, praying 
arents? Where the humble, dutiful, pious chil- 
ren? What is become of family devotion? 
hat, of family diſcipline ? What, of the en- 
agements into which parents, at the baptiſm of 
eir infants entered to obſerve both? Is not neg- 
Y in theſe particulars, a fatal ſource of youth- 
diſñpation? And what ſhall we ſay of that 


* If. XxxIII, 10. 


Families ſupply both church and ſtate: and if 
mine religion, and ſtrict morality, be wanting there, 
1ety is poiſoned at the fountain head. Through diſreſ- 
c to family religion, the young grow up profoundly igno- 
ot their Creator, and unimpreſſed with reverence for 
; and ſurely we cannot expect that they who fear 
t God, will regard man. Family diſcipline allo, is of 
Futmolt moment. Parental vigilance and care form 
tul members of the cqmmunity. We have no right to 


— 


\ virtuous habits ; and theſe habits muſt be formed in eay 


(39) 
profligacy of principle and manners, which 
every where obſervable. Who © riſes up beſn 
the hoary head, and honors the face of the u 
man? On the contrary, are not the aged oft 
treated with diſreſpect; the maxims of wiſdon 
ridiculed, and the counſels of experience dell 
piſed ? Are there not multitudes who ſcarceh 
behave with common civility to the magiſtrat 
whom God has commanded us to revere ? Ar 
not intemperence, impurity, and 'debauche 
hardy enough to face even the light? Do m 


not hear repeatedly of the lawleſs ramble, an 
the midnight revel? Are not theſe deeds « 
darkneſs and obſcenity deemed, by too many 


fatter ourſelves, that diſorderly, diſobedient, uncontroll 
children, will become good citizens. To a, criminal 
very criminal inattention in theſe two particulars, may | 
aſcribed, in a great meaſure, that trifling character, u 
that vicious conduct, which mark the fopling and the rai 
and of which the pious and the obſerving ſo generallj 
and fo juſtly, complain. Vain are the wiſeſt laws withoul 


life. Where the reverſe obtains, the energy of law mi 
neceſſarily be enfeebled, and the arm of Juſtice unnev 
But although the fear of public ignominy, Should, in i 
caſes (for ſometimes it certainly does ot) reſtrain from ii 
commiſſion of enormous outrages; it will be but a fe 
proof of ſocial probity, that the terrors of penal aw 
are barely ſufficient to keep men from the gallows, 


Le. xix 


{(:$03) 
he marks of a generous ſpirit? And thoſe who 


vin not “run to the ſame exceſs of riot, vilified 
contracted bigots or ſuperſtitious fools ? 


IN what manner is the SABBATH obſerved? 
Remember, is the divine injunction, remem- 


der © the Sabbathaday to keep it boly. Is it, in- 


Dallath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honora- 
le?” Do they © Honor bim, not doing their own 
ays, ner finding their own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking 
bein own words* ?” Do not many waſte the day 


lay, in the ordinances of his grace? Or that 
ey too frequently allow their ſeats to be vacant 
tleaſt one half of the day? Or eſteem any pre- 
ext weighty enough to excuſe their abſence from 
e ſanctuary? Let none hope to palliate their 
onduct by pretending that they improve them- 
elves at home, Tt is altogether incredible, that 
e who will not ſanctify the Sabbath in God's 
Woule, will ſanctify it in his own. This profa- 
ation of the Sabbath is truly deplorable ; but 


* If. Lvin, 33. 


leed, kept holy? Do men, indeed, © call the 


idleneſs ? Are not ſome ſo indelent or carnal, - 
or both, that they will not wait upon God, that 


iniquity to paſs unpuniſhed ; for he has wor | 


SABBATH-DAY,—then will I kindle a frei 


(32) 


in not a few inſtances the profanation is ſtil may 
groſs. Do not ſome make it a day of buſineſ 
Others a day of feafting ? And others a day. 
viliting and amuſ-ment ? Have not ſalutary hu 
been enacted to protect the Sabbath from thy 
open and ſhameleſs indignity® ? Do our citizen 
regard theſe laws? Do our magiſtrates find fail 
with the breach of them ? Whatever be the op 
nions of men, the Lord God will not fuffer th 


© 7f ve will not bearken unto me to HALI,OW TH 
year gates, and it ſoall devcur your palaces},” 


* Sce, in the laws of the State cf New-York, anal 
paſſed Feb. 23, 1788. Vol. 2. p. 89—91, of Greenlez'i 
edition. 

+ Jerem. xv11, 27. The enforcement of the obſerm 
tion of the Sabbath, by civil authority, cannot be viewd 
as an unwarranted interference of the magiſtrate in mal 
ters of religion, or an infringement of the rights of co 
ſcience. For reſpect to this divine inſtitution, is a pountl 
which all denominations of Chriſtians are agreed. Apa 
from Chriſtian principle, the due obſervation of the Sah, 
bath has the happieſt influence upon civil ſociety as ſu 

d therefore it merits the molt vigilant and unintemm 
ted attention of the civil magiſtrate. It has been oben 
« ed by the wiſeſt men, that were the celebration of W 
« weekly feſtival totally neglected, Religion would ' 
« long {ſurvive its diſuſe.” { Yenr's tracti, p. 170.) A 


no ſociety can exiſt without religion; becaute the memvany 
of it can have no hold upon each other. On propa 


(3 3 


War reception is given to the everlaſting 


goſpel? * bath believed our report, and to 


quiry, it would perhaps appear; it has, in fact, appeared, 
that a great majority of thoſe unhappy men who are aban- 
doned to infamy, or who terminate their days in a facri= 
fice to public juitice, commenced the carcer of their crimes 
with the violation of the Sabbath. “ Conſider thoſe who 
«help to fill the jails, and furniſh the gallows, and it will 
« be found (upon their own confeſſion) they are ſuch as 
«have neglected the obſcrvation of the Lord's day, by fol- 
«lowing their own pleatures.” {(Sabbatum redivivum, 
. C60. To theſe remarks may be added a ſhort extract 
from a pamphlet lately publiſhed. It is too much in point 
o be omitted, and too excellent to need an apology. * One 
Chriſtian inſtitution alone,” ſays the ingenious author, 
the fanctification of the Chriſtian Sabbath, diffuſes a more 
benign influence on ſociety, and has a greater ethcacy on the 
morals of mankind to purify and refine them, than all the 
nſticutions of civil policy, or terrors of civil government, 
put together. The pauſes it creates in human tranſactions z 
Wile interruptions it makes in our worldly cogitations, and 
earthly cares; its fixing, or keeping alive in the mind; the 
impreſſions of a God infinitely great and dreadful, whoſe 
we arc, and to whom we muit be accountable for all our 
Wy; and who will moſt dreadfully puniſh the wicked, 
nd plentifully reward the good; its tendency to keep 
onitantly in our view, the immortality of the foul, and a 
uture ſtate of retribution ; its being connected with ſueh 
cligious ſervices as reading the holy ſeriptures, in which 
he moſ} auguit, grand, and awfully ſublime ideas of 
he Almighty are exhibited Its relation to the infinite 
ove of Chriſt to mankind and the peremptory and awful 
junctions of this Divine Savior, that men love one an- 
ther — together with our joining in ſolemn, heart - felt 
upplications, confeſſions and thankſgivings at the throne 
r grace; theſe things, I believe, have had, and {till 
we, an efficacy on the minds of the great body of the 
ple in Chriſtian nations, I was almolt going to ſay; in- 


( 34 ). 


bein is the arm of the Lord revealed? Why 
© fly as a cloud, and as doves de their windeus N 
Who glories in the croſs of Chriſt ? Who take 


refuge from the curſc of the law, in his cove. 


nant righteouſneſs? Who bends the knee to: 
fan#ifying Savior ? Whoſe holy ambition ſpurm 
the dregs of earth, and ſoars to the kingdom 
above? Where are thoſe © crowns of glory, th 
boary heads found in the way to righteouſneſs** ? 


finitely great—and I firmly believe, that no man whoever 
became very vile and protligate, could poſſibly be fo, til 
he renounced all ſolemn and ſerious attention to the Lord 
day. A queſtion has ſome time employed my thoughts 
what in human nature it is that will account in a rational 
manner, ior the generally extreme wickednets of ſoldiers 
and iailors ? The true ſolution of the problem, I be. 
lieve is this. They do not carefully obſerve the Lord's 
day: they have no opportunity, or very little, of attend. 
ing the worſhip of God: conſequently the impreſſions d 
a God; of the worth of their ſouls ; the evil of ſin; and 
the inanite importance of a future ſtate, are either ver] 
faint in their minds, or perhaps in ſome, ſcarcely exiſtent 
In this reſpect, the inſtitutions of Chriſtianity have a mol 
benign intluence on ſociety ; and wiſe rulers, who wiſh n. 
ther to prevent crimes than to puniſh them, «v#// take cart 
both by precept aud example, to promote the ſunctification of Ii 
Chriſtian Sabbath. — This is the beſt ſecurity of our life 
property, and liberty. This is like the wings of the Al 
mighty {pread over us. No man, who conſcientioullj 
and with knowledge, ſanctifies the Sabbath, will finda 
liberty in his mind to injure us through the week. — I 
is God's ſhadow extended over us; it is Heaven's p& 
tection.” A conciſe and faithful narrative, &c. P. 68—10/ 


III. III, 1. \ LX, 8. ** Prov. x 
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Where the hopeful youth who dedicate themſelves 
to the Lord God of their fathers: and who are 
not aſhamed of Jeſus and his words before a 


crooked and perverſe generaticn ? 


On the contrary, what is the frequent treat- 
ment of the bible? This bleſſed bible which un- 
folds the counſels of Heaven, and proclaims the 
glad tidings of ſalvation ? Is it not deſpiſed as 
the parent of enthuſiaſm, and calumaniated as the 
offspring of fraud? Are not the exerciſes of that 
ſerious godlineſs which it infpires, which purifies 
the human mind; and ennobles the human cha- 
rafter, reviled as the whine of fanariciſm, or the 
W cant of impoſture ? Is not infidelity the faſbion? 
Is not the profeſſion of a Chriſtian thought to de- 
grade the dignity of a gentleman? Is not the bold 
blaſphemer of the holy oracles, admired, by 
many, as a man of genius? Is not the rude and 
impious jeer, at all which the wiſe and the good 
hold facred, applauded for wit? Is not the paltry 
witticiſm, if it be but levelled againſt religion, 
complimented with the name of invincible argu- 
ment? Does not every unfledged ſcioliſt; every 
enorant retailer of the ſophiſms of a Hume, or. 


ately they are languid and liſtleſs. Set before 


6 


the quibbles of a Voltaire, ſer up for a philoſo. 


pher, and think himſclf entitled to laugh at the 
faith of the ſaint? Is not the progrefs of princi. 
ples ſo pernicious, an awful ſymptom of deep 
degeneracy ? And is not the fact as notorious at 
it is diſtreſſing? * it be not ſo now, who weil 
make me a liar, and make my ſpeech nothing 
worth®* 7” + ohh 


WN we turn our eyes from theſe miſerable 
mortals who carry the mark of Hell in their 
forehcads, and ſurvey the generality of profeſſed 


believers, 1s there not reaſon to fear that a large 
proportion of them have only * name to live, 


while they are decay?) How many call them- 
ſelves C:rifiens, while their whole deportment 
proves that they are, in truth, the enemies of 
Chriſt ? No ſubject ſo tedious and irkſome as re- 
deeming love. Speak to them of the ideal ſcenes 
of a romance, and they are all attention and ac- 
tivity. But ſpeak of the ſweet realities of the 
goſpel ; of the height, the depth, the length, 
the breadth, of the love of Chriſt, and immedr 


75 Job xx1v, 25. + Rev. 11, 1, 
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nem the fooleries of the ſtage, and their boſoma 
il be agitated with alternate and violent emo- 
ons. Now they will be ſoftened into pity, or 
ouſed into rage: Anon, they will melt in grief, 
br be tranſported with joy. But conduct them 
o Calvary : Shew them that real tragedy which 
lothed all heaven in fackcloth—Shew them a 
bleeding Savior—Shew him ſtretched on the ac- 
urſed tree; bowing in agony his guiltleſs head; 
nd pouring out his ſoul unto death, a victim to 
livine wrath, a ſacrifice for ſin; and they will be: 
old and unfeeling as a ſtone. Not a pang of 
emorſe will ſhoot through the flinty heart, nor 
tear of contrition flea] down the iron cheek. 


Do even the diſciples of Jeſus, who love him 
In ſincerity, walk as he alſo walked ? Do they 
live, as habitually as they ought, by faith, and 
ot by ſight? Do they improve, as they are 
ound, the precious promiſes ? Do they apply 
o the fulneſs which is laid up for them in their 
ew Covenant head? Are congregations entirely 
ee from thoſe iniquities for which the Lord is 
Iſting our land? Are there no miniſterial tranſ- 
preclions ? Yes, my . brethren, the humiliating 


(38) 


truth muſt be told, © The Lord is righteous, Ia 
my people have ſinned.” 


IT is, therefore, undeniable that the Lord i 
ſpeaking to us in wrath, and that his controverh 
is holy and juſt, Let us, then, attend, 


SECONDLY, To the duty which our cir. 
| - cumſtances and our text point out; and that iz 
to plead with him for mercy.—0 Lord, in ural 
remember mercy ! 
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HxRxE it is requiſite to elucidate ſome of thok 
principles which the petition implies; and at ii 
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temper with which we ſhould employ it. 


1. Wirz reſpect to the principles of tit 
petition. 


IT plainly implies that there 7s mercy, pu- 
doning mercy, which may, conſiſtently with 
both the divine attributes, and the divine govert- 
ment, be freely communicated to the ſinner. 


Dreary, my brethren, would be our prof 
pect, and miſerable our conſolation, were Ll 


( 39) 


olutely neceſſary for the God whom we have 
fffended to reward us exactly according to our 
geſerts: Then, indeed, might we cloſe our eyes 
dn peace, and lie down in forrow.* If thou, 
Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquity; O Lord who-eould 
lende? Certainly we could not Hand; we, 
hoſe conduct has been little elſe than a ſeries of 
ra:{oreffions ; and whoſe crimes have been at- 
ended with every hateful circumſtance which can 
ggravate guilt, or encreaſe puniſhment. Una- 
le to anſwer our Judge © one of a theuſand of 
he accuſations he may bring againſt us, if we 
ttempt to © Juſtiſy ourſelves, our own mouths 
vill condemn usf. But, glory, eternal glory, 
de to God in the higheſt! There is FORGIVE- 
NESS with him that he may be feared}. There 
ga Savior for whoſe rigbtecuſne/s ſake the Father 
well pleaſed, Through this Savior we may 
ately approach that inflexible juſtice, and un- 
potted purity, which are otherwiſe @ conſuming * 
re. Our condition, therefore, though ſad, is 
ot hopeleſs. We are guilty, indeed, but not 
holly caſt off: We are afflicted, *tis true, but 
ot abandoned to deſpair. How great, how un- 
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equalled ſoever our provocations have been, w 
are encouraged to Hefe in the Lord, for with th 
Lord there is mercy, and with him there is plenty 


redemption*.” 


Bur, it may be aſked, © Is there any reaſy 
for us to hope when we are viſibly the objects d 
the divine diſpleafurc ?” May we repair to mer 
cy's throne, when ſighted mercy has kindled th 
vengeful flame ?” Ve may, for our text farthe 
implies, That the preſent wrath of God, is no il. 
Aruction to the exerciſe of his mercy, 
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Tunis, the very prayer of Habakkuk, whid 
was penned under the influence of the Holy One 
manifeſtly ſuppoſes, This is ſuppoſed by all the 
prayers which, the ſcripture informs us, wer 
directed to Heaven ſor deliverance from afffiction 
This 1s ſuppoſed by the deſign of all God“ 
wrathful diſpenſations, which are intended nl 
only to correti man, with rebukes, for bis iniquity} 
but to humble the arrogance of his ſpirit- 
teach him his entire and univerſal dependence 
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upon the One Supreme—to create in his mind 


* PC. CXXX, 4—7 T Pl. XXXIX; 11. 
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zalibility-and bring the thankleſs pro- 


back to the God from whom he has deeply 


_ T will go, fays Jehovah by his pro- 


phet, aud return to my place, till they acknowledge 
Heir = ice, and ſeek my face: In their affiiftic 


they wil! ſock me early. This fame principle is 


fa, at; by his own poſitive injunction, record- 


*7 in the prophecy of Joel: Therefore alſo now, 
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ſaith the Lord, turn ye even to me with , your 
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be is gracieus and merciful, 1 {9 anger, and if 
gc mercy, end repentcth bim of the evil. Who 
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Lo e turn and reteut, aud lende a 
ice 67! ad hi Cc Peradventure 1 Hall 
live,” is higher encouracement than the beſt of 
us merits: Ur on this peradventure muſt a ſinful 
man make an experiment of the divine mercy 
or the ſalvation of his ſouv!, and a ſinful land for 
her deliverance {om trouble It is enough far 
us to know, that God can Be juſt in pardoning 
the ungodly—It is enough for us to know that 
Jeſus Chriſt, che pro pitiation for ſin, hath bro- 
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( 42 ) 
ken down the barners which hindered our acc 
to God, and the acceſs of his mercy to us; af 
hath opened, by the blood of Cavalry, 4 mn 


and living way to the Father. From the invits 
tion to this way of life, none, no not the me 


worthleſs and vile, are excluded. Even thob 
who are ſlaves of corruption, and priſoners 
the curſe, are exhorted to lay hold of the grea 

ſalvar*--n, No fins can ſurpaſs the merit of on 
Lora jeſus. The grace of God, that reigns bil 
his croſs, is never ſo gracious ; never ſhines wit 
ſuch glorious ſplendor, as when ſhe holds bad 
the arm of juſtice; ruſhes through the fire d 
wrath—ſnatches the criminal as a brand out d 
the burning; and heaps countleſs bleſſings of 


his head. 


Tris doctrine, ſo rich with inſtruction and 
comfort, we ſhould never forget. It is at al 
times important; at all times needful. Partie 
larly in ſeaſons of wrath, it is the precious doc- 
trine which brightens the gloom of guilt, and 
revives expiring hope. The prophet, by l 
own example, has taught us the truth, and ho# 
to employ it; for the text implies, 
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LASTLY, That when the Lord is dealing 
ith us in wrath, mercy is our ONLY plea. 


As ſinners we have no claim of right to any. + 
f God's benefits. Fallen, by apoſtacy, from our 
ate of probation, we cannot acquire, by our 
wn obedience, a title to the bleſſings which were 
romiſed in the covenant of works. It is, therefore, 
infinite moment to our moſt valuable interefts, 
ot only to confeſs with our mouths, but to feel 
our hearts, that we lie at mercy. Above all, 
pon a day of faſting and humiliation, it illy 
ccords with our circumſtances and profeſſion, 
o foſter the opinion, that God will forgive our 
niquities and receive us into favor, on account 
our ſincere, though imperfect ſervices. Who 
$ he, that preſumes upon the ſincerity and good- 
eſs of a heart which the ſpirit of inf} piration has 
pronounced deceitful above ALT. things, and def- 
erately wicked * ? Who is he, that would offer 
0 his Creator, a righteouſneſs which has been 
ejected already as filthy rags}? Know, vain 
ran, that every expectation which does not reſt 
Pon mercy, mere mercy, undeſerved mercy, 
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joy; every hope that will abide the rude ſhock 
of deach, or tlie burning trial of the Judgment. 
day, is built upon this divine aſſurance; not 
that with us there is merit, but that 1th ih 
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Lord is eaklng to us in wrath; and that ou 
only! refu ge is his me Cy 3 We cannot IC ſiſt the 
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tions which are written, in large and luminou 


characters, on his providential dealings. H 
virtually addreſſes us in this piercing language 
Have I not nourifhed and brought you up as childrn, 
and have ye not rebelled againſt me* ? If we ad 
honeſtly, we muſt reply, Truth Lord! DidI no 


make known unto you my holy Sabbath, and con. 


mens you precepts, ftatutes, and laws, and on 
you my good fpirit to inftruct you; and have ye ul 


been diſobedient, and caſt my law behind your backs 
and wrought great provecations ? Truth Lord 
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Did I not deliver you, for your fins, into the hau 
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[ of your enemies who vexed you : and in the time 
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your trcuble, when you cried unto me, did I not hea 
you from heaven, and, according to my maniſul 
mercies, give you Saviors, who ſaved you out of th 
hand of your enemies; and after you had reſt, a 


yeu not do evil again before me ? Truth Lond! 
Thou art juſt in all that is brought upon us; fi 
thou haſt dane right, but wwe have done wicked): 
Neither have our rulers, our magiſtrates, nl 
prieſts, nor our citizens, kept thy Jaw, nor heart 
ened unto thy commandments; ſor they have ag 
ſerved thee in the large and fat land which a 


( 47) 


rave them ; neither turned they from their wicked 


porks *. 


Bur let us not ſuppoſe, my brethren, that we 
ulfil our duty by a general confeſſion of guilt. 
Ve plead not for mercy with a proper temper, 
nleſs we individually bring home the charge of 
zuilt to our own conſciences. Our national fins 
te enormous; their cty aſcends up to the very 
eavens: and we all have had our ſhare in them. 
et us every one turn his eyes in upon his own 
eart, and, willing to know the worſt of his cha- 
acter, aſk, with ſolemn impartiality, * What 
ade I done f? There is no citizen preſent, 
ho will not find, upon fair enquiry, that he has 
pundant reaſon to ſay, not only as a man, but 
an American, God be merciful to ME a ſinner J. 
he public iniquity, is, in fact, an accumula- 


rd iWon of private tranſgreſſions. They are the 
"ops of individual contrition, which conſtitute 
he flood of national repentance ; and if we ex- 
outer ever to ſee a general reformation, we muſt 
ak 


ay every one for him/elf, O Lord, in wrath re- 
nber mercy. 


ch. throughout. + Jer. vin, 6. + Luke xviin 13 
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Tursz reflections leads us directly to obſerꝶ 
that a part, a chief Part, of the temper Whig 
ſhould predominate in our applications to th 
mercy ſeat, is a fervent dclire, that the Log 
would remove from us fi;ſt of all, the guilt h 


Ir cur humiliation, this dav, proceeds from 
dread of evil, rather than from a cordial hatt 
of the fin which is the parent of all evil, 
mock God; we wound cur cen ſouls; we pr 
pare for ourſelves a more terrible condemnatia 
The God of bolinct; „ill never deem him 
honored by the feirned devotion of thoſe wi 
roll ſin cs @ fevest meiſel nder their 101gi 
Who grieve, not becauſe he is offended and! 


ſulted, but becauſe he are chaſtiſed - WhO a 


by the fear of vengcance; and who will proba 
return, when A Bay alarm ſubſides, to thoſe v 
hallowed practices which they cw affect wn 
nounce. Unpardoned fin is a perennial foul 
of ſorrow: and it is but a ſmall confolatiol 
be freed from an exiſting plague, while an ag 
cloud, cha: rged with te n-chouſand worky ho 


( 49) 


wer us, and threatens every moment to burſt in 
urſes on our heads. Acqguaint thyſelf NOW 
vith him and be at peace® ; haſte, for pardon, to 


he blood of ſprinkling, and leave it to the wiſ- 


dom and ſovereignty of God, to remove, in his 
dwn good time, the rod of affliction. 


Fix4LLY ; In pleading for mercy, we ſhould 
de anxious that the Lord would ſanctiſy his pro- 
idence: that is, would bleſs it as an effectual 
ean of rendering our hearts more tender, and 
bur lives more holy. 


CRASTISEMENTS unimproved, ſwell, in pro- 
portion to their ſeverity, the guilt of an indivi- 
ual or a people; and are a prelude to calamities 
loubly dreadful. If men will not learn rigbte- 
uſneſs when God's judgments are abroad in the 
arth—]1f they will not bebold the majeſty of the 
Led; and when his hand is lifred up, obſtt- 
ately refuſe to ſee it; he may ſay, in righteous 
ndignation, Let them alone: LET THEM 
ILL UP THE MEASURE OF THEIR 
NIQUITIES : And what the conſequence may 


Job xxn, 21. + If. xxv1, 10. 
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be, none can tell, but he who knows perfect 


the evil of fin, and the limits of his own for. 
bearance, Should we revert to our former lob 


and impiety, after this ſolemn warning from th 
God of Heaven, our condition will be work 
much worſe, than before. He may, indeed 
permit us to enjoy tranquility for a while; but 
in the mean time, he is ſtoring a magazine df 
fury. If his unexampled goodneſs do not led 
us to repentance, we will treaſure up to ourſely 
wrath againſ? the day of wrath, and revelation 
the righteous Judgment of Cod“. For ought m 
can tel], the period may be near, when ſever 
thunders ſhall utter our doom; and ſeven vial 
pour out upon us their united plagues. In the 
day of our diſtreſs, God may ſtand afar off: 
When wwe ſpread forth our bands, he may hide hi 
eyes from us; vea, when we make many prayer) 
he may not bear f. He may ſtrike into our ſoul 
the chill of death, by addreſſing us in this ſti 
of affronted patience, Becauſe I called and yt ni. 
fuſed, I firetched out my hand and no man regardet: 
but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and would 
none of my reproof ; I alſo will laugh at your «ak 


* Rom. 11, 4, 5- + II. 1, 15+ 
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ity; I will mock when your fear cometh : When 
ur fear cometh as deſolat*on, and your deſtruction 


Qty 
for. 
lot 
the 


le 


meth as a whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and anguiſh 


el 
me upon you®, 
eed, Tas facts and the doctrines on which we have 
Out, 


E 0! 


een meditating, ſuggeſt, very plainly, the im- 
rovement we ought to make of them. 
lead 
lan 
1 
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Ir wrath is upon us from the Lord, every man 
f reflection will feel that it becomes us to be 
ery ſerious. 


ver 
My brethren, God does not trifle with us, and he 


ill not permit us to trifle with him. His govern- | 


Hal 
the 
nent is not a phantom, nor his judgments a farce. 
Both are awful realities: Sooner or later ſhall every 
ccountable creature know, that the former cannot 
e rejected, nor the latter defpiſed, with impunity. 
The divine law is a ſerious thing: fin, which is a 
ranſgreſſion of the law, is alſo a ſerious thing: and 
vat death which is the wages. of fin, ts as 
rious a thing as either: And now, that we have 
olated the law; have made ourſelves ſinners 
te obnoxious to the penalty of the law, and 
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have before our eyes a ſignal proef of th 


Lord's anger againſt the very fins with which w 
are chargeable ; ſurely, ſurely we ought to by 
ſerious. To be careleſs and indifferent when th 
cry of anguiſh pierces our ears, is Cruelty : I. 
frolic on the brink of ruin, is madneſs. T 
ſpirit of God has marked it as one of the hf 
ſtages of human obduracy, when men have. ti 
harp, and the viol, the tabret, and the pipe, ani 
wine, in their feaſts ; but regard not the doing ii 
the Lord, neither conſider the operation of by 
bands“. God forbid that we ſhould imitate the 
folly deſcribed by the prophet; © And in tha 
day, a day of wrath, © did the Lord God of hifi 
call to weeping, and ts mourning, and to balani, 
and to girding with ſackcloth : and behold joy and 
Zladneſs, fioying oxen, and killing ſheep, eatin} 


neſh and drinking wine; a conduct which pro- 


claimed more loudly than any words, the maxim 
of the libertine, Let us eat and drink, for ts 
morrow we ſhall die, May the woe denounce 
againſt ſuch offenders, penetrate our inmoſt ſouls 
Surely this iniquity ſhall not be purged from u 
TILL YE DIE, faith the Lord God of boſtst- 


® If. v, 12. 


+ If. x x11, 12-146. 
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zur let none miſtake the intention of theſe re- 
aks, or pervert their uſe, If we are called from 
ſeaſonable inattention and levity, we are not cal- 
d to the ſullenneſs, the gloom, the inaction, of 
ſpondence. We muſt be ſerious, but not idle. 
nd one of the moſt profitable purpoſes for which | 
can improve the ſubject we have been conſider- 
g, is, a ſtrict examination of our own charatters, 


My brethren, the diſpenſations of divine pro- 

dence, proclaim, as with the voice of an Arch=- MW 
ngel's trump, Prepare to meet thy God, O 
el. Are we prepared to meet him in con- | 
lence, and with comfort? Pauſe, ye votaries 
pleaſure Interrupt, ye gay, the round of 
nity—Suſpend, ye men of buſineſs, the ana- 

ies of gain; and retreat, for a while, into 

ur own boſoms: Summon your conſciences 

fore that tribunal, the deciſions of which are 
according to truth; and 'aſk; aſk folemnly; 

ye know not how ſoon it may be aſked at the 

rof God, What arrangements have ye made 

an eternal world? Amidſt all your acquire- 

nts, have ye obtained the one thing needful ? 


* Amos "07 "0 92 
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Amidſt all your purſuits, have ye ſought frf 1 
kingdom of God and bis righteouſne/s* ? Are yen 
Chrift Jeſus ? Are ye juſtified by his blood, and 
ſanctified by his ſpirit? Have ye devolved the 
whole weight of your acceptance with the Father 
of your perſeverance in holineſs, and your arriyi 
at glory, on him who is able to ſave to the unn 
moſt, all that come unto God by him 4? 


To theſe interrogations very different anfuc 
muſt be given by two claſſes of hearers. Tall 
each of them our ſubje& furniſhes a ſuitabk 
exhortation. To thoſe, who have à good b 
through grace, it addreſſes the command of the 
apoſtle Peter, Give all diligence to make your cal. 
In ſeaſons of rat 
it is peculiarly needful for believers to have the 
faith ſtrengthened ; their title to their inheritan" 
fully aſcertained, and their way to the poſſeſſi 
of it freed from all obſtruction: Trim, the 
your lamps, ye wiſe virgins. Gird on your 1 
mor, ye ſoldiers of the living God: Be oben 
Be vigilant**. Watch and pray, that ye aa 


* Matt. VI, 33. 


| + 1 Cor. 1, 30. 
s 2 Pet. 1, 10. 


* 2 Pet. v, 6. 


t Heb. vil, 


ads 


Ui 3 


wot into temptation .. To your loins be girded 
Bout, and your lights burning; and ye yourſelves 
ite unte men that wait for their Lord Bleſſed are 
hoſe ſervants, whom the Lord when he cometh 
ball find watching f. And when ye ſupplicate for 
rourſelves, intercede for your fellow- citizens, 
vith whom you profeſs to ſympathize. The ef= 
dual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
uch T. Say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give 
ot thine heritage to reproach. Say, O remember not 
gainſt us former iniquittes : Let thy tender mer- 

2s ſpeedily prevent us, for we are brought very 
w. Help us O God, of our ſalvation, for ihe 
lory of thy name : and deliver us and purge away 
ir ſins, for thy name's ſake. Let the ſigbing of 
e priſoner come up before thee ; according to the 
eatneſs of thy power, preſerve thou theſe" that 
em pointed to die. Intercede for your coun- 
y: Say, Turn us again, O Lord God of Heſts ; 
je thy face to ſhine, and we ſpall be ſaved. Say, 
orgive our fin, and heal our land**. Let thy 
ork eppear unto thy ſervants, and thy glory unto 


* Matt. xxV1, 41. + Luke x11, 35—37. James 
16. Joel u, 17. || PC. LXkIx, 8—11 
p . LIXX, 19. 17 2 Chr. vil, 14. 3 


(56) 


their children: and let the beauty of the Lord uy 
God be upon ns : and eſtabliſh thou the work of ou 
hands; yea the work of our hands eflabliſh thou in 
Intercede for the church of Chriſt : Say, Do gud 
in thy good pleaſure, unto Zion : Build thou th 
walls of Jeruſalem f. O Lord, revive thy un 
in the midſi of the years; in the midſt of the ye 
make known : In wrath remember mercy. 
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1 f To thoſe who are aliens from the commonzweal 
ns. ef Iſrael, and ſtrangers to the covenant of promiſe 
| 1 the diſpenſations of providence ſpeak in a mali 
9 | alarming ſtile, and the doctrine of the text offen 
1 ö ſalutary counſel, Y/herewithall, my brethren 


will YE come before the Lord, and bow yourſeluſ 
before the moſt higb God? Unprovided with tha 
robe of righteouſneſs, and theje garments of ſalve 
tion d, without which none can enter the palu 
ef the King ], what will ye do in the day d 
viſitation? Arg ye able to contend with jou 
Maker? Are ye able to abide the fiercencſs of l 
anger? O Put not from you the evil day. Mut 
titudes, of your neighboring city, who weres 


17 1 HN. xc, 16, 19. þ+ PC. 11, 38. + Eph. in l 
3 Mic. vi, 6, b If. x1, 10. | PE. xLv, 15, 


657 


careleſs and ſecure as yourſelves, have been hur- 
ried away, with ſcarce a warning, to the bar of $ 
God. What aſſurance have ye that this ſhall not, 
very ſhortly, be your own caſe? Death is now 
doing his work among our fellow. citizens; and 
before we are aware he may come up into our win- 
*. Perhaps—God grant that the fear be 
not realized! Perhaps the deſtroyer has already 
received his commiſſion to clear theſe - ſeats of 
their uſeleſs poſſeſſors ; to cut down the cumber- 
ers of the Lord's vineyard ; and to caſt them 
Into the fire, My brethren, as your ſouls live, 
there is but a ſtep between you and death :- Cri- 


tical is your condition; and precious your time. 
Haſte, then, flee for your lives; flee from the 
wrath to come! © But whither ſhall we flee??? 
Whither? To the mercy ſeat! To the blood of 
ſprinkling which ſpeaketh better things than the 
blood of Abel. To Jeſus the mediator of the new. 
covenant r. Him hath God exalted to be a prince and 
a Savior to give repentance unto Iſrael and remiſſion 
ef fins. This, this is the only channel through 
which the mercy of God can flow to the ſinner : 
For there is no other name given under heaven among 


Jer. ix, 21. + Heb. x11, 24. t AR: „, 31. 
H | 


neu, wwhereby wwe can be Saved *, The only a 
ternative is, to receive the Savior, or periſh, Re. 
ceive him without delay. Now ig the acceptel 
time; now is the day of ſalvaticnm. To DAY 
1 i ye will bear his voice, parden not your bearts}, 
HU has faid that Them who c:me to him be will h 
no wiſe caſt out T. Having ſuch high encourage. 
ment faſten your hope on his atoning blood; 


throw yourſelves unreſervedly upon his precious 
merits; and plead, 'O LORD, in wrath remen- 


ber mercy. Amen. 


Acc. iv, 12. +2 Cor. vi, 2; Pf. xcv, 7. 4 John vi, 3 


THE END, 


APPENDIX. 
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Tur Author has learnt, that ſome perſans, whoſe 


PRE . 0 ” * . 4 
J partiality to Grcat-Blitain will not permit them to en- 
I into the views and feelings which ought to predo- 


ninate in the breaſt .ot every American citizen, have 


neten umbrage at ſome ſentences in page 9, which al- 


Jude to the devaſtation committed by the Britiſh army. 


To make truth and duty the baſis of his public diſcour- 
d; Mes, is 2 maxim to which he would preſerve the moſt 


rigid adherence : And if any are offended at him for 
freely declaring the one, or fulfilling the other, at cau- 


N. ¶ not be helped. It never has been, and he hopes never 


7 


ſhall be, his practice, to model his diſcourſes upon 
previous calculation whom they may pleaſe, or whom 
iſpleaſe. He has, however, reviewed, with cool de- 
liberation, the obnoxious paſſages: and cannot find, 
{ter the ſtricteſt examination, one aſlertion falſe, or 
uncharitable, or unſeaſonable; and therefore is not at 
liberty to make the leaſt alteration. But while the con- 
ſeiouſneſs that he as faid no more than can be well de- 
tended, or was exacted by fidelity to his truſt, forbids 
him to apologiſe 3 yet reſpet for ſome whoſe judg- 
ment he reveres, and whole friendſhip he values, in- 
duces him to explain, Such he affures, that nothing 
was farther from his mind, than an intention to wound 
the feelings of any perſon whatever that he throws 
no national reflection; ſenſible that ſuch reflections are 
at all times unjuſt and illiberal; and that among the 
diſntereſted, the judicious, and the unprejudiced, 
thoſe who were «vell informed, were, even 10 Britain, 
the friends of America that what he ſays even of 
the army, is meant of the army in general. There 
vere, he is happy to acknowledge, fome noble excep 
ions ;—aad that he does not enter into the merits 2 
political controverſy, but ſimply ſtates matters of noto- 
ious fact. He muſt detain the reader a little longer, 
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( 60") 


any things which looks like political diſcuſſion, it i 
not his fault ; he is compelled to do it. 1 


Tux army deſtined to ſubdue America, he tiled 
and rightly ſtiled, a 722! of oppreſſon. Such, ſtanding 
armies have always been, and, in the nature 
of 1 always muſt be“. It is nothing but the 
tameneſs of ſlavery, or the ſottiſhneſs of prejudice, 
which can inſpire a thinking being with a different ſen. 
timent. Their whole hiſtory, from their firſt inſtit- 


tion till this hour, is little eiſe than the hiſtory of de 


ſtructive machines in the hands of intrigue and cruelty, 
And whether the ſtanding army of Britain is now gy 
ded by better principles, or employed to better purps 
ſes, let the occurrences of every day atteſt, Ib 
army, with reſpect to America, was © hired to commi 
deeds of blood, in order to inſure fuceef to ſchemes if 
iniguity. Did they not _ for their pay, and becank 
they were ordered to fight? Were they not ſent for ti 
expreſs purpoſe of cannonading, and bayonetting, aui 


burning the Americans into unconditional E t 


arbitrary meaſures? And was not that ſcheme itſel, 
independently on any other, ſufficiently iniquitous! 
Was it not iniquitous, to trample under foot ever 
principle of natural right, in refuſing the Americans 
voice when their own property was to be given af 
And to tear from their hands the rewards of honel 
induſtry, with the imperiouſneſs of maſters, and tit 
rapacity of robbers ? If this was not iniquity, it ml 
be hard to find a crime. | 
WrxxE not multitudes of our citizens, whoſe 0 

fault was the love of their country, the love of juſlich 
* driven from their homes Were they not {tripped 


their all, and reduced from caſe and affluence to ent 


penury? And were not thoſe by whom they were thro 


p deſtitute upon the world, and who ſeized their poſſeſ 
ons, © ſons of plunder ?” 


In the name of comune 


- 


ſenſe, what were they ? 


63923 _p_— — v— 
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WenkE not * the temples of the living Gad ravaged 
4 wrapped in flames Every one knows that the 


1 ritiſh troops betrayed, on almoſt all occaſions, the 
1; oc implacable virulence 3 places dedicated to 
4 thoſe fervants of the moſt 


wine worſhip, and | Es 


tel ch God, who there ſhewed their flgcks the war of ſal- 
ce tion.“ In the courſe of the war, tie utterly deſtroy- 
ſon d more than FIFTY places of public worſhip, in 
5+ Wieſe States. Moſt of them they burnt : others they 
4. relled with the ground, and in tome places left nota 


lt eſtige of their former ſituation; while they have 
u antonly defaced, or rather deſtroyed others, by con- 
po erting them into barracks, jails, hoſpitals, riding- 
chools, &c. Boſton, Newport, Philadelphia, and 
harleſton, all furniſhed melancholy inſtances of this 
roſtitution, and abuſe of the houſes of God. And 
of the nineteen places of public worſhip in this city, 
zhen the war began, there were but nine fit for uſe, 


men who could be guilty of ſuch conduct, “ wretches ** 
ho can tell whether more © ſenſelefs” or «© impious ? 

OF what kind were the tranſactions of this 
ſame army when they traverſed the Jerſeys ? Ma- 


ny thouſands of the inhabitants received printed 
7/8" -1cc71n5, fegned by order of "they gommander” "in 
J. But neither the proclamations a he commiſſi- 


oners, nor protections, ſaved the peaple from plunder, 


or deſtroyed without diſtinction of perſons;ꝰ and this 


vich their protections in their hands: The goodly 
example was ſet by officers and general officers. „The 
boldiery, both Britiſh and foreigners, were ſhamefully 
wy Permitted, with unrelenting hand, to pillage friend and 


e, in the Jerſeys. Neither age ner ſex was ſpared, 
Infants, old men and women, were left in their ſhirtgg 


without a blanket to cover them, under the 8 | 
of winter, Every kind of furniture was deſtroyed and 


vhen the Britiſh troops left it“. And were not the 


any more than from inſult. Their property was taken 
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fowl, was carried off *.” Was not the ſhameleſs wi 


mentioned ; he might have 


their government was abuſed by a perpetual ſlanderal 


ry —— — 


( 62 ) 


burnt: windows and doors were broken to piecez: 
ſhort, the houſes were left uninhabitable, and the av 
ple without proviſion, for every horſe, cow, ox x 


lation of faith publicly plighted, © perfidy 2” Were u 
villainies like theſe, © violence ©” And the men wi 
could perpetrate them, in the fulleſt ſenſe of the worl 
« banditti?” Tt is plain, then, that the author, li 
he has ſpoken truth, has not ſpoken half the trut 
Many other feats of a ſimilar kind he might hay 
adverted to 

butchery of priſoners in cold blood: he mig 
have touched on the hiſtory of ſugar-hauſes an 
priſon-ſhips, &c. but he delights not to dwell on thel 
{ſcenes of horror: and therefore, as he could not, cor 
fiſtently witn his duty, omit noticing the miſeriesq 
the war, he expreſſed himſelf in general terms. Iti 
to no purpoſe to ſay, as it may be ſaid, that this i 
ſubject on which the beſt of men have differed, an 
will ever differ. Granted ; but let it be rememberet 
that thoſe good men who were on different ſides of tit 
queſtion, were alſo on different fides of the Adam 
Among the pious and the devout in hir country, then 
was, generally ſpeaking, but one ſentiment. tt 
opinions of the beſt of men, who were 3000 mi 
from the ſcene of action, and whoſe confidence u 


the principles and conduct of the Americans, can it 
of no weight at all. Beſides, the point before us, i 
not a matter of opinion, but of fact; and the opiniat 
of no man could either replace the property, or reſto 
the lives, of our citizens. | 


WrrTr reſpect to the /pirit which the expreſhay 
under conſideration breathe, it is proper to remark ta 
they were deſigned not to provoke bitterneſs, or to «ll 
kindle reſentment z but to awaken recollection. IN 


\ * 


* Gordon's Ax 
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be fully ſupported by ſcripture principle, and ſcrip- 
e precept, and ſcripture example. The ſcripture 
xiple on which they are advocated, is the wiſe im- 
wement of God's judgments and mercies. But how 
they be improved, if we bury them in oblivion ? 
ww can we duly appreciate a mercy, if we do not pre- 
e a lively ſenſe of the evil from which that mercy 
ered us? It is impoſſible. The miſeries, there- 
e, which we ſuſſered during the war mit be remem- 
ed, and mentioned, and diſcaurſed ?; and the 
nerican who forgets or overlooks them, is a traitor to 
God who ſaved his country. For this reaſon the 
leſs behavior of the Britiſh army, was purpoſely de- 
bed in forcible language. Since the more horrible 
e. their outrages, the heavier was the judgment upon 
land; the more ſignal her deliverance, and, of 
rſe, the more criminal her ſubſequent ingratitude. 
SCRIPTURE r by which the author is war- 
ted to ſpeak as he has ſpoken, may be found,in 
ut. VI, 12—20—23; Ex. x, 2; Deut. xxx, 26; &c. 
| ſcripture example throughout the bible And 
y any Britons, above all others, ſhould be offended, 
auh myſterious. No people on earth record more 
efully, or repeat more frequently and feelingly, their 
ſufferings, than they. Do, reader, take the trou- 
to look into ſome of the revolution and faſt-day ſer- 
ns, which have been preached in Britain; & you will 
he tyranny, the cruelty, and the multiplied e 
'opery, painted in colors blackenough. Hervey him- 
in whom were united all thoſe gracious tempers, 
all thoſe gentle virtues which adorn, and dignify, 
human character; even the mild, the meek James 
vey, ſpeaks very ſtrongly on this ſubjet+. Glance 
the ſpeeches of ſome Honorables, and Right Ho. 
es in the Britiſh Parliament, and ſome of the faſts 
ſermons occaſioned by © the rebellion in America, 
you may find not a few hard ſpeeches uttered withs 


© Hervey's faſt-day ſermon, entitled, © tbe way. of balineſts"* | 
5, vol. v, p. 72, octavo. | | | R | 
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( 64 ) 


out any juſt provocation at all All this is 8 

is patrictic, this is glorious. But if an Am 
tures to mention What Sir country endured Fall 
. oppreſhons of a venal court, and the-depredatiandll 
unprincipled ſoldiery; This is mean, this is bigal 
this is intolerable ! Kind rcader, if your property 
pillaged, and your life deſtroyed, what is the d 
whether the miſchief be done by a popiſh qu 
a_ Britiſh ſoldier ? | | 


Tas author feels debe that what hag 
been fail will ſatisfy the candid : for no can 
ſon will attempt to deny facts which are familiat᷑ 
kd; or undcrtake the defence of hat Wwll 
niible. It is really ſtrange that any, be 
tachments to Britain ever fo great, ſhould : ſo fac 
themſelves a party in the vile proceedings of her 
as to be offended when theſe ptoceedingsare men 
If, however, they muſt be angry, let their 
Fall where reſentment is due. t them be ve 
the armies of a nation which boaſts her human 
generoſity, ſhould ſtain, by a more than ſavageban 
ty, the pretenſions in which ſhe glories; but Jer 
not unjuftly-quarrel with Americans, for 
the blaze of day, the wickedneſs which ſecks ſhit 
the dark thickets of oblivion. The author onlyq 
marks farther, that there war a period, hen 
thought her ufferings of ſufficient moment 0 
crate a day, for the expreſs purpoſe of publiclythanl 
the God of heaven for her ſalvation ; and 
ſome perſons were happy in the ſafety they email 
But, tempora mutantur : It is now become a2 
an American ſo much as to hint at the mis 
his country, under Britiſh uſurpation, and at tell 
neſs of God in delivering her—a crime in the A 
men who, during the time of her calamity, Wu 
implacable foes; ho were aft 5 
clemeney; and who have ſince grown. 
wanton apon the fat of the land; 26 Jy 77” 
en 


cin, 
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